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personality, although they have won many heretofore lukewarm Negroes to the 
cause of civil rights. You and Coretta are living examples of the new generation 
of Negro leaders who, through perseverance and intelligent methods, are effec- 
tively tearing down the last vestiges of separate and unequal facilities. 

Those of us who were in school with you in Boston have not yet ceased to 
wonder at the steadfastness and charismatic leadership that you have consistently 
exemplified through this movement. Your actions and your courage have belied 
your youth. Reports from some of my personal friends in that area indicate that 
you have been doing a wonderful job in your church and your community ever 
since you settled there. 

A series of civil rights issues, climaxed by the Montgomery Boycott, pricked my 
conscience about my own apathy. As a result, I joined the local NAACP and am 
now working on a drive to get contributions and memberships from the business- 
men. Enclosed is an item in this week’s Afro-American describing the project. 
Like a pebble thrown into the water, your efforts in Montgomery have produced 
many waves o f  action in other communities throughout the nation. 

After I graduated from Radcliffe last June I accepted an appointment with the 
U.S Department o f  Labor as a Junior Management Trainee. My present training 
assignment is with the Foreign Labor Division o f  the Women’s Bureau. The train- 
ing program is interesting but I’m going to give it up to be married in August to 
Jim Gibbs who is at Harvard now. 

May you and you associates continue this wonderful work in Montgomery and 
throughout the South. You are living your faith and it is inspiring countless mil- 
lions of darker people all over the world. Please give my sincerest regards to your 
wife and a kiss for your beautiful baby. 

(With most affectionate regards, 
[s igned]  Jewelle Taylor  

“Sister in the Baptist Brotherhood”} 
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From A. Philip Randolph 

19 April 1956 
New York, N.Y. 

Randokh, president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, urges King to attend 
the “State of the Race” Conference in Washington, D. C., on 24 April.’ Randolph 

I .  Asa Philip Randolph (1889-1968), born in Crescent City, Florida, graduated from Cookman 
Institute in I ~ I I .  In 1917 he co-founded the Messenger, an African-American socialistjournal that was 
critical of American involvement in World War I. He founded the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Port- 
ers in 1925. In 1937 Randolph gained national prominence when he successfully battled the Pullman 
Palace Car Company for recognition of the union. In 1941, after Randolph threatened to organize 216 
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called the conference, a closed meeting of black leaders from across the country, to ‘9 *Pr 
‘956 coordinate civil rights efforts nationwide; to support the NAACP and its efforts to 

enforce desegregation; and to respond to the “Southern Manqesto,”a resolution by roo 

southern members of Congress that denounced the Supreme Court S school desegregation 
ruling. Having appointed King as chairman of the Montgomery boycott panel, 
RandoQh requests that he prepare a brief presentation. King mote “answered” on the 
telegram, but his reply has not been located. Because of a crucial MIA executive board 
meeting, he did not attend the gathering of about seventy-jive black leaders, who met at 
the headquarters of the National Council of Negro Women.2 

REV MARTIN KING 

MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOC 647 CLINTON AVE 

MONTGOMERY ALA 

AM LOOKING FOWARD TO RECEIVING YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF MY INVITATION TO ATTEND 

“STATE OF THE RACE” CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON DC APRIL 2 4 ~ ~  HAVE ARRANGED 

SEVERAL PANEL DISCUSSION GROUPS IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE AND FACILITATE ACTION ON 

THE QUESTIONS BEFORE US HAVE TAKEN THE LIBERTY OF APPOINTING YOU CHAIRMAN OF 

THE “MONTGOMERY BOYCOTT”: PRESENT AND FUTURE PLANS PANEL EXPECT YOUR FULL 

PARTICIPATION IN THE ENTIRE DAYS PROCEEDINGS BUT WISH YOU TO REPARE BRIEF SALIENT 

POINTS IN REGARD TO THE ABOVE TOPIC TO PRESENT AT THE PANEL DISCUSSION 

A PHILIP RANDOLPH 

PHWSr. MLKP-MBU: Box 6 4  

a march on Washington demanding equal hiring practices in the war industry, President Roosevelt 
issued an executive order banning racial discrimination in federal employment and established the 
Fair Employment Practices Committee. Randolph helped form the League for Nonviolent Civil Diso- 
bedience Against Military Segregation and influenced President Truman to desegregate the armed 
services in 1948. Following the merger of the American Federation of Labor with the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, Randolph was appointed to the AFLCIO executive council in 1955; two years 
later he became vice president of the new organization. For Randolph’s early response to the boycott, 
see Randolph to E. D. Nixon, 23 February 1956. 

2. The executive board met to discuss Montgomery City Lines’ stated intention to comply with the 
recent US. Supreme Court decision upholding a July 1955 ruling by the federal appeals court in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, that declared segregation in intrastate public transportation unconstitutional (Sara 
MaeFhmingv.  South Carolina Electric 0.’ Gas Company, 351 U.S. 901 [1g56]). Faced with state and city 
resistance to bus integration, however, King announced that the boycott would continue, a decision 
affirmed at a mass meeting on 26 April (see King, Address to MIA Mass Meeting at Day Street Baptist 
Church, pp. 230--232 in this volume). 
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